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This is the time when hoof care most helps to produce a foundation for its 

limb above the hoof. 

Foal’s hooves grow fast!

need to have their hooves trimmed.

extremely important with all foals that they are viewed and assessed by 

they are too prominent.
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Baby Feet...
When should you trim your foal? 

Foremost amongst the many factors that 

dictate the success of a foal as a mature 

athlete are decisions and management 

concerning hooves and limbs during the 

Some horse owners may think that no hoof care 

is needed until the foal is a year old or even 

Waiting a year or even two is never acceptable 

Foal trimming should be only about balance and 



experienced eye of the farrier to monitor how ‘correctly’ a foal is 

The foal foot

After about four months, the ‘foal foot’ becomes quite noticeable. 

contribute to club foot development. 

is better to err on the side of caution and leave it alone. 

delicate. It is imperative that no undue pressure is placed on the 

to have the mare held quietly by a third person in a position where 
the mare can see and if necessary smell and nuzzle its foal.

The window of opportunity for 

making meaningful changes to 

poor conformation does not stay 

important that all foals’ hooves 

are viewed and assessed by an 

”

“



Trimmers should always hold a hoof in one hand and rasp with the 

stance. 

When this is done correctly, a foal will not learn to brace and lean 

trim than spending a bit of quality time scratching its 

Owners often get concerned about the ‘foal foot’ and want 

it ‘tidied-up’ but dressing too much off could contribute to 


